This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Outcomes assessed in the review
The outcomes estimated from the literature were:
the probability of underlying varices in cirrhotic patients; the odds ratio (OR) of underlying varices in high-risk patients versus low-risk patients;
the proportion of patients with one or more risk factors for underlying varices (high-risk proportion); 
Study designs and other criteria for inclusion in the review
A systematic review of the literature was undertaken to identify relevant sources of data. Most of the primary studies were clinical trials. Some published systematic reviews of clinical trials were also used.
Sources searched to identify primary studies
MEDLINE and HealthSTAR were searched for relevant English language publications from January 1985 to January 2002.
Criteria used to ensure the validity of primary studies
Specific criteria were not used to ensure the validity of the primary studies. However, most of the studies were randomised clinical trials, which usually have a high internal validity.
Methods used to judge relevance and validity, and for extracting data
Not stated.
Number of primary studies included
Forty-one primary studies provided the clinical data.
Methods of combining primary studies
The methods used to combine the primary studies were not explicitly reported, but the authors stated that when there was a range of data available, the estimates that favoured the EGD-BB strategy were chosen (the model was biased against the other five strategies).
